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ñIs the league necessary?ò is the question California LWV President Janis R. Hi-

rohama will put to members and guests at a special potluck luncheon meeting Sat-

urday, April 19 at 11:30 a.m. at St. Michaelôs Church, Fort Bragg. 

Ms. Hirohama has served as President of the League of Women Voters of Califor-

nia since July 2007.   She is a member of LWV Beach Cities and has been a 

League member since 1994.  She previously served as First Vice-President (2002-

2004) and as a member of the Board of Directors (2000-2002) of the League of 

Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS).  She was Secretary of the LWVC 

(1998-2000), coordinated the Building the Future Membership Incentive Program 

(1999-2000), and served as a member of the LWVC Diversity Task Force (1998-

2000).  A former president of LWV Beach Cities (1997-1998), she also served her 

local League as Voter Service Director, Speakers Bureau Coordinator, and Out-

reach Director.  She has been a facilitator and speaker at diversity workshops at 

the local, state, ILO, and National League.  A graduate of the New York Univer-

sity School of Law, she is an attorney in public service whose areas of profes-

sional expertise include voting rights, criminal law, and fairness education.  

The meeting is open to the public.  There is no charge.  St. Michaelôs Church 

is at the corner of Fir and Franklin Streets in Fort Bragg.  
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The Presidentôs Message 

With great anticipation, I invite you to our next meeting which will be held 

on Saturday, April 19th at 11:30 am at St. Michael's Church corner of Fir 

and Franklin.  I'm excited because our honored guest will be Janis Hiro-

hama, LWVCA President.  Following lunch, Janis will speak to us. Her ad-

dress is titled, "Is the League Necessary?"  She has promised to leave some 

time for questions as well.   

 

It is our hope that this alternate meeting time will allow all members, friends 

of the League, and the public to attend.  We are inviting the Sonoma and 

Humboldt Leagues as well as local service clubs.  It will be a potluck lunch-

eon meeting and when the date gets closer, you will receive a reminder call 

to bring a salad.  Everything else will be provided.  I want to emphasize that 

this meeting and Janis' speech is intended for our friends and the public as 

well, not just League members.  So invite a friend or two and I'll see you 

there.  

 

Our March meeting, Meet and Greet Your Elected Officials reception, was 

definitely the place to be.  The room was buzzing with energy as officials 

and public mingled and chatted while they enjoyed goodies and wine. It was 

a time to ask questions and seek answers.  

 

 In addition to the local officials who attended, we had more officials from 

over the hill than ever this year.  Supervisor Kendall Smith, District Attor-

ney Meredith Lintott, Sheriff Tom Allman, and Susan Ranochek, our County 

Clerk Recorder, all came over from Ukiah.  While just beginning her legisla-

tive break, State Senator Pat Wiggins came in from Sacramento to be with 

us. 

 

Sheriff Tom Allman told me there is nothing else like this event in the entire 

county and said, "I hope you keep it up."  When my husband Roy told Mere-

dith Lintott about our Special Districts Study she was thrilled, saying "I'm so 

glad you're looking into this."  Ironically, she had spent all day working with 

another struggling special district.  

 

The officials seem to enjoy this event as much as we do, as it is also an op-

portunity for them to talk with each other.  Apparently, they rarely find 

themselves together all in one room at the same time.  This is the third year 

for this event and it just keeps getting better and better.     
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