
Current public policy po-
sitions include Represen-
tative Government, Inter-
national Relations, Natu-
ral Resources and Social 
Policy. 
Please join us for a dis-
cussion of these issues 
and voice your opinion.  
Everyone will have a 
chance to discuss and 

the National League.   
Members Jary Stavely 
and Becky Bowen will 
give background for dis-
cussion. 
The meeting is 10 a.m. at 
the C.V. Starr Center, 
Fort Bragg.  Coffee will 
be served at 9:30 a.m.  

The League of Women 
Voters was born with a 
dedication to an individ-

January 10, 2012, Pro-
gram meeting is the time 
for the local League to get 
down to grass roots and 

give direction to the na-
tional League for the next 
two years.  
More than 800 state and 
local Leagues in 50 states, 
Washington, D.C., Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands 
and Hong Kong, partici-
pate in this process called  

 
The League Program in-

volves planning, study, 
consensus and input by 
local Leagues that result 
in adoption of action and 
issues at the national con-
vention to be held in 2012 
in Washington, D.C.  
In odd-numbered years, 
the same process goes on 
at the state level. 
In 2012, recommenda-
tions from local Leagues 
could include the proposal 
of a new national study, 
review/update of a current 
position, or recommenda-
tion of a program for con-
vention concurrence pro-
posed by local or state 
Leagues. 
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leaders.  We see  them 
every night on network 
news with the perfect 
hair, perfect wardrobe 
and all the trimmings 
that come with a profes-
sional staff. 
 
But what about local 
leaders?  We see them 
every day at school, in 
the grocery store and 
around the neighbor-
hood.  They are us and 

What are good leaders?  
How do we find them 
and how do we keep 
them?  What is leader-
ship anyway? 
 
Our League Program 
committee has  put to-
gether a panel that will 
talk about leadership at 
the local level at our 
general League meeting 

know all about national 

how to choose leaders, 
how to nurture them, 
how to reward them and 
how to keep them.  
 
Panel members include 
Ann Cole, executive di-
rector of Leadership 
Mendocino; Steve Lund, 
former Fort Bragg Uni-
fied School District Su-
perintendent; and Su-
sanne Norgard, execu-

director of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Men-
docino.  At least one 
more panel member will 
be included. 
 
If you know someone 
who seeks to be a local 
leader, this is a good 
place for them to start 
the journey.  Please in-
vite them  to the meeting 
at 10 a.m. Tues., Feb. 14 
at the C.V. Starr Center, 
Fort Bragg.   



2011-2012 Officers 
Board of Directors  

    
President                  Jane Person 
964-6351         janeperson@hotmail.com  
 
Vice President          Dorine Real                          
964-2781               dorine@mcn.org 
 
V ice President       Patricia Marien 
964-4942              paprika@mcn.org 
 
Secretary,            Charlene M c Allister  
V O T E R editor     charmac@mcn.org            
937-4463                          
 
T reasurer                Lee Tepper         
964-2781                 eel@mcn.org       
                  
JoAn Blackstone     Voter Service 
937-2481     joanblackstone@comcast.net 
 
Becky Bowen              Director 
962-1602         casparbeck@comcast.net 
  
K itty Brown                Director 
964-8982 
 
Pat Dunbar                 Director 
937-3409             pdunbar@mcn.org  
 
Babs Levine                 Director 
937-0629             babs@wildbluec.net   
 
Barbara Matheson       Action   
937-5164                  ken@mcn.org   
 
Jary Stavely             Membership 
964-4942               jstavely@mcn.org                   

    
 Off-Board Chairpersons 

Doris Hammer      Budget Committee  
 
Betty Barber        Nominating  Committee 
Nancy K leiber     Nominating  Committee 
                               Member 
 

VOTER Staff Barbara Auerbach,  
Becky Bowen, Susan Eveleth,  

Louis Hough, Barbara Matheson,  
Susan Mitchell, Jane Person 

 

 

L eague Board Prepares 
To Take Position, Action 
On Fort Bragg Tax Issue 
One of the strengths of the League of 
Women Voters is that we do not take 
stands on issues where we have no posi-
tion.  

 
These positions are based on studies and dictate to us 
when and how we can support or oppose measures. Bar-
bara Matheson, LWVMC Action Chair, has looked care-
fully at the State League positions on State and Local Fi-
nance and has been in correspondence with LWVC re-
garding the proposed special municipal sales tax election 
March 6, 2012, in the City of Fort Bragg (story on Page 
4).  Here is an overview of the rationale behind our ability 
to support the sales tax measure based on the State and 
Local Finance positions:  

 
The position states that we can support measures to ensure 
revenues both sufficient and flexible enough to meet 
changing needs for state and local government services. 
Adequacy and flexibility are key criteria to be met and 
while League normally does not support measures that 
have no sunset clause, therefore we must decide whether 
the flexibility that comes from non-residents paying a lar-
ger percentage of this tax outweigh the other concerns. 
 

Fort Bragg Sales Tax measure, your board has been in 
agreement that this measure is one we feel is a sensible 
solution to a difficult problem.  

 
The Board will vote regarding support for the measure 
after the January program meeting.  

 
Members are welcome to stay for this brief meeting. 
                                                                                    Charlene McAllister 
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Note:  League President Jane Person is out of town.  H er 
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By Ken Matheson 

Thank you to the 25 people who participated in the consensus meeting for the study on the Federal Role in 
K-12 Public Education.  The level of participation made the meeting very successful.  Your committee of 
Jary Stavely, Doris Hammer, Barbara Auerbach, and Ken Matheson felt the results of the meeting made 
their work meaningful. 

 

We had a group consensus on all but two of the questions.  Our report has been filed and will be part of 

tee passed on to the National League:  We agreed that all students preK-12 receive a quality education and 
that   public education is important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy.  However, we had no 
consensus on what the current role of the federal government should be. 

 

which we define to be equity in funding public education. 

 
We believe in national common core standards but with as 
much flexibility for state and local control as possible.  If 

national standards we would have had a consensus.  However,  
the way the question was written we could not arrive at a con-
sensus.  In our statement on this section we say that we would 
ultimately like to have local control of student evaluation that 
considers all aspects of the student not just how they do on a 
national or state test.  We would like to see less of the fill in 
the bubble type of testing from the state and/or national lev-
els. 

 

Regarding funding and equity issues, we had consensus on each question. 

 

the funding was given to low-income city schools.  This distribution of federal funds had a dramatic effect 
of improving the education of students in those schools.  We would like to see federal mandates return to 
this type of concentrated funding in the poorest schools.  This type of funding would enhance the 

 

 

The National League will send us their final consensus report and recommended new education position 
that will be adopted or rejected at the 2012 National Convention.  We will keep you informed of the final 
results. 

  

  LW V M E M B E RS C O M P L E T E  S T U D Y  O F  F E D E R A L  R O L E  I N P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N  
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Ken Matheson facilities consensus study. 
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 The City of Fort Bragg 
and the Mendocino 
Coast Recreation and 
Park District have come 
together in a historic ef-
fort to save the finan-
cially-strapped C.V. 
Starr Community Starr 
Center in Fort Bragg. 
 
On March 6, 2012,  Fort 
Bragg citizens will vote 
on  a measure that au-
thorizes the City Coun-
cil to levy a 1/2 cent 
special city sales tax that 
will provide dedicated 
revenue to the C.V. Starr 
Community Center. 
 
This Special Sales Tax 
Ordinance, if approved 
by 2/3 of the votes on 
the mail-in ballot, will 
transfer title of the com-
munity center property 
and all improvements, 
fixtures and furnishings 
to the City of Fort 
Bragg.  The Recreation 
and Park District in turn 
will assign all revenues 
it receives from the Fort 
Bragg Redevelopment 
Agency and 45 per cent 

tax revenues to the city 
to be used solely for 
parks and recreation 
purposes within city 
limits.   

Cost of the special elec-
tion has been estimated 
at $15,000 to $20,000 by 
the Mendocino County 
Registrar of Voters and 
the proposal will be the 
only item on the ballot. 
 
Fort Bragg residents will 
vote again in April to 
elect a city councilman 
to fill the vacancy left 
by the death of Council 
Member Jere Melo. 
 
In a special Recreation  
and Park Board meeting 
December 20 at the C.V. 
Starr Center, board 
members passed a mo-
tion to continue to keep 
the doors of the center 

The board also dis-
cussed ways to solicit 
more donations. 
 
Acting Executive Direc-
tor Jim Hurst said the 

Center in February 
unless additional  fund-
ing or donations materi-
alize.  In order to keep 
the center open and the 
district operating under 

some $13,000 per month 
must be raised between 

February and June when 
the city assumes owner-
ship of the facility (if the 
sales tax measure is ap-
proved by voters).  Even 
then, Hurst said he had 
not begun talks with the 
city about funding dur-
ing the transition period. 
 
The board also approved 
a resolution that  author-
izes  Hurst and board 
attorney Jim Jackson to 
file for Chapter 9 bank-
ruptcy for the special 
district before the end of 
the year if necessary.  
Chapter 9 bankruptcy 
applies to municipalities 
and special districts and 
allows them to deal with 
debts without jeopardiz-
ing assets, according to 
Jackson.  In addition to 
shortage of funds to op-
erate the C.V. Starr 
Community Center, the 
board also deals with 
shortages in operation 
for the Mendocino Rec-
reation Center and an 
unresolved issue with its 
bank regarding a note on 
purchase of land east of 
Fort Bragg that was to 
be developed by the dis-
trict first as a golf course 
and ultimately a regional 
park. 

League Observation Report: 

Special Distr ict, C ity of Fort Bragg L ink Up 
To Support C .V. Star r Center with Sales Tax 

Board members and 
Hurst stressed that if the 
sales tax is passed, none 
of the revenues would 
be applied to debt man-
agement of the proposed 
regional park land or 
any other district facili-
ties. 
 
Two new members have 
taken seats on the dis-
trict board:  Mary Cesa-
rio Weaver and Mary-
ellen Shepherd, ap-
pointed by the County 
Board of Supervisors 
November 1, 2011.   
These new members re-
placed David Yeomans 
and Jason Hurst, who 
resigned.  Ms. Weaver 
has lived on the coast 
more than 30 years and 
worked as a realtor for 
more than 20 years.  She 
has served on the Fort 
Bragg Planning Com-
mission and is an active 
member of the coastal 
community.  Ms. 
Sheppard has owned her 
own land appraisal com-
pany since 1981 and has 
been an active volunteer 
in the Fort Bragg com-
munity and schools for 
30 years. 

flow chart through June, 2012 
and (prepared on Dec. 13) is on 
the following page. 





 LW V Launches New Study on Privatizing Government 
As local and state governments continue to slash services, an eye is 
cast toward private purchase, leasing or administration.  Privatization 
already is a fact in the U.S. and with few or no rules to protect tax-
payer assets.  League members voted at the 2010 national convention 
to study the issue and develop a position.  At issue is the transfer of 
federal, state or local government services, assets or functions to the 
private sector.  At risk are transparency, accountability and preserva-
tion of the common good.  The LWVMC  national study committee 
will present information and consensus questions at the April 10 gen-
eral meeting at the C.V. Starr Center, Fort Bragg.  If you would like to 
participate in this study, please contact Barbara Matheson at 
ken@mcn.org  or Charlene McAllister at charmac@mcn.org             

Calendar* 
Tuesday, January 10, 2012, General Meeting  

 L eague of Women Voters Annual Program Meeting 
 10 a.m. C.V. Starr Center, Fort Bragg 
 Coffee served at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012, Board of Directors Meeting 
 9:30 a.m. Fort Bragg Library 
 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012, General Meeting   
 Looking for Local L eaders Panel Discussion 
 10 a.m. C.V. Starr Center, Fort Bragg 
 Coffee served at 9:30 a.m. 
 

F riday, March 16, 2012  
 Annual Meet and G reet Your E lected Officials  
  5-7 p.m. Caspar Community Center  
 

Tuesday, April 3, 2012, Board of Directors Meeting 
 9:30 a.m. Fort Bragg Library 
 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012,  General Meeting 
 National Privatization Study 
 10 a.m. C.V. Starr Center, Fort Bragg 
 Coffee served at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012, Annual Business Meeting  
          And E lection of Officers, Board Members 
 Time To Be Announced Caspar Community Center 
 

All General Meetings open to the public at no charge 
A ll Board Meetings open to members 

*Please note we will keep members informed about any changes 
in location involving the C.V. Starr Center 
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Looking Toward Program 
About Local L eadership 
By Charlene McAllister 
In preparation for the February program 

place in a search for an adequate defini-
tion.   
  
Among the many sites visited, one that 

Competencies for Improving Local Gov-

tions Human Settlements Programme 
(UNHABITAT) in Kenya.   
   
This organization believes strongly that 
without strong local institutions and mo-
tivated staff, reforms will not deliver the 
desired outcomes.   It also recognizes  
many local authorities and organizations 
lack the human resources required to 
meet the needs of a community. Train-
ing and capacity-building are considered 
a wise investment into the future sustain-
ability of cities and communities.     
 
The work they are doing is based on a 
belief in democracy and the realization 
that there is a need to reach and influ-
ence public officials and communities 
with the desire to improve and promote 
good local governance.   How League-
like is that? 

M ISSI O N ST A T E M E N T  
T H E  L E A G U E  O F  W O M E N V O T E RS,  

A  N O N-P A R T ISA N P O L I T I C A L   
O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  

E N C O U R A G E S I N F O R M E D  
A N D A C T I V E   

P A R T I C IP A T I O N I N G O V E R N M E N T ,  
ST R I V E S T O I N C R E AS E   

U N D E RST A N D I N G O F   
M A J O R P U B L I C P O L I C Y ISSU E S,  

A N D I N F L U E N C E S P U B L I C P O L I C Y 
T H R O U G H  E D U C A T I O N  

A N D A D V O C A C Y . 



Profiles in L eague Priscilla Comen 
By Susan Mitchell 

missing on the central coast and so abundantly available here.  They bought property and built their house a    
yurt where they have lived ever since. 

 

very active politically. She helped stop a nuclear reactor being built 
in Malibu and helped save an historic bank building in Cambria.  She 
chose to join the League because we study issues and take positions 
that help the community make informed decisions on issues. 
 
Priscilla has been president of the League twice and once served as 
co-president with Marcet Makela. She has been head of the budget as 
well as other committees, but the job she most enjoyed was moderat-
ing candidate forums, especially asking candidates probing questions. 

 
When asked if her involvement in the League had changed her view 

that she feels we should revisit is  

nocent wonderful people are getting 
 

 
One of her other many activities is 
working at the Mendocino Commu-
nity Library which is open 6 days a 
week and fully staffed by volun-
teers. She writes a monthly book 
review in the Mendocino Beacon and is a community reporter for the 
paper.  She also is at work writing a historical novel about Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton. 

 

community. She enjoys belonging to the League and says it makes her feel useful.  She says she continues to 
learn about issues and passes this knowledge on to others including her own children who are now voting. Of 

guage editions) that she helped distribute for many years. 
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Former League Presidents Mildred Benioff 
(right) and Priscilla Comen. 



 Laura Nokes, 2011 recipient of 
the Juanita Bullard Memorial 
Scholarship at College of the 
Redwoods, visited her grandpar-
ents on Huckleberry Lane in Fort 
Bragg as a child. 

 Ms. Nokes, who graduated from 
Walnutwood High School in Ran-
cho Cordova, earned a degree in 
business software from Heald 
College and went to work to help 

death.  Her dream was to write 
and the dream commenced  at 
College of the Redwoods Fort 

Bragg campus.  She graduated last 
spring and made plans to continue 
at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz, where she will major 
in English. 

The CR scholarship honors the 
memory of Juanita Bullard, long-
time League member, who died 
in October, 2008.   The scholar-
ship is funded by an anonymous 
donor.  The scholarship was 
awarded to Ms. Nokes at the 
April, 2011, scholarship cere-

campus. 

grams.  Members visited all 
county branches, spoke at 
public meetings, recorded 
messages for community 
television and gathered sup-
port at tables set up at post 
offices and grocery stores.  
Included in results of the 
Consolidated District Elec-
tion November 8, 2011:  
Measure A (library sales 
tax) received 75.66 per cent 
of the vote.  

 The LWVMC adopted a 
local position on libraries 
in 1991 that supports im-
proved library services and 
facilities which promote 
economy and utilization.  
The League was one of the 
first organizations to step 
forward to support the 
2011 sales tax measure to 
provide revenue to restore 
the struggling county li-

hours, personnel and pro-

November, 2011 League Members Embrace Action to Support County Library Sales Tax Measure 

December, 2011  
 From left:  League friend, Mary Willoughby; 
Mildred Benioff; League board member Pat 
Dunbar and Helen Herbert gathered with the 
DoGooders at the Little River Inn in Decem-
ber to raise $3,660 for the Fort Bragg Food 
Bank.  Ms. Benioff founded the annual benefit 
more than 25 years ago and Ms. Herbert 
worked with her. Both are former League 
presidents.  Luncheon was prepared by Little 
River Inn Chef Marc Dym.  The Inn donated 
venue, food and staff (including Inn event co-
ordinator and League member Hilarie Coate)
for the annual holiday event attended by more 
than 70 participants. 

R E M E M B E R I N G  2011: LW V M E M B E RS I N O U R M E M O R I E S A N D I N T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
April, 2011 Juanita Bullard Memorial Scholarship, College of the Redwoods Fort Bragg Campus 
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Reading Room quilt stitched by a patron who do-
nated her creation to the Willits Public Library 



By Barbara Matheson 

Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman, Fort Bragg 
City Council Member Dan Gjerde, College of the 
Redwoods Trustee Barbara Rice, and Mendocino 
Fire Board member Gwen Jacobson have already 
responded to our "Save the Date" notice sent to them 
and 60 other elected officials about the League's sev-
enth annual Meet and Greet reception. Be sure Fri-
day, March 16, 2012, is marked on your calendar 
and plan to attend this event from 5 to 7 p.m. at our 
new Meet and Greet location in the Caspar Commu-
nity Center.  Hope to see you there.            
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L O O K I N G  T O WA R D 2012:  M E E T I N G ,  G R E E T I N G , R E A D I N G ,  S T U D Y I N G , V O T I N G  
F riday, March 16, 2012  

National L eague of Women Voters Reacts  
 

 
WASHINGTON, DC LWVUS President Elisabeth 

act more forcefully and without delay to insure fair 

Austin, TX.  
 
MacNamara said the League was disappointed in the 

forcement.  The statement came as a reaction to anti-

 
 
Florida League President Deirdre Macnab recently 

third-party voter registration laws. 
 
Eight states have passed photo ID bills at the polls in 
2011 and similar laws are pending or predicted in 
Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia.   
  

Voter Protection Project has been created to ensure 
all eligible voters, particularly underserved popula-
tions, can exercise this right protected in the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 
 
  

Updates in State, Local E lections 
March 6, 2012 Special all-mail municipal 
(sales tax) election, City of Fort Bragg (last day 
to register is February 20, 2012) 
April 10, 2012 Special Municipal Election of 
Fort Bragg City Council Member (last day to 
register is March 26, 2012) 
June 5, 2012 Presidential Primary and State-
wide Direct Primary election 

November 6, 2012 General Election 
 

New in 2012: 
As of June, 2012, California voters will see presi-
dential primary candidates and candidates for the 

according to political party affiliation.  However, 
for statewide offices (state constitutional offices, 
U.S. Congress, and state legislative offices), all 
candidates running in the Statewide Primary Elec-
tion will appear on a single primary election ballot 
and voters can vote for any candidate.  In this new 
Top-Two Open Primary system, the top two vote-
getters (not the top vote-getter from each qualified 
political party) will move on to the general election.    
This change occurred after California voters ap-
proved Proposition 14 on June 8, 2010.   

Superior Court Judge Ann 
Moorman at 2010 Meet and  
Greet reception in Fort Bragg. 

Sheriff Tom Allman at 
2011 Meet and Greet 



Membership in The L eague of Women Voters of Mendocino County is a bargain and a state-
ment.  You will be saying that you are committed to the ballot as a means for change and for 
providing non-biased information to voters.  The issues your L eague follows are those that af-

Dues are due now. 

Please consider joining at one of these levels: 

 Susan B . Anthony Individual Membership $55   ____ 

            Amelia Bloomer Two-member Household Membership $80 ____ 

            E lizabeth Cady Stanton Membership $100___ 

            Carrie Chapman Catt Membership $250 or more____ 

            Donation   _____________________________________________________ 

Please send me more information: 

Name/Names:________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

C ity:_______________________________________________State____Z IP_____ 

Phone__________________E-mail:______________________________________          

 Please make checks payable to:  L eague of Women Voters of Mendocino County 

                                  And mail to:  L W V M C 

             P.O . Box 1128 

             Fort Bragg, C A 95437 

 

The L eague of Women Voters 

of Mendocino County 

P.O . Box 1128 

Fort Bragg, C A 95437 

707 937-4952 

www. mendo.ca.lwvnet.org 

www.smartvoter .org  

www.lwv.org 

www.ca.lwv.org 

Mendocino County  

Public T elevision 

Meeting Coverage 

www.mendocoasttv.org 

 

L ibrary of Congress 

L egislation Status 

www.thomas.loc.gov 
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F inal district maps of 53 
California Congressional, 40 
State Senate, 80 State Assem-
bly, and 4 Board of Equaliza-
tion distr icts (maps effective 
in June, 2012 , election): 

www.CaVotes.org 

http://www.smartvoter.org/
http://www.mendocoasttv.org/CityMeetingsthumbnails.html

